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house and order us off the roof. One went so far as to throw stones at us when this order was not obeyed. The more I complained the worse these annoyances became. During the siege I had put up with all this as patiently as might be, but the time had come to make a fuss. I therefore wrote to Izzet Pasha asking very politely when he proposed to remove the sentries. I was told that the matter pertained to the Vali's office, which on being approached referred me to Izzet Pasha, on the ground that it fell within the jurisdiction of the military authorities ! At last, after much delay, I did succeed in getting the sentries taken away, only to find to my disgust that Hamdi Effendi was to remain. As it was to his compulsory escort that I objected more than anything, I protested both to Izzet Pasha and the Vali, pointing out that it was quite impossible for me to do any work in these circumstances, and asking the reason for it. The Consul likewise protested, and a three-cornered correspondence followed, with the details of which I will not weary the.reader. The upshot of the whole business was that the authorities proved to be inflexible on this point, to the surprise and disappointment of both the Consul and myself.
I was visited by Izzet Pasha's A.D.C., a young officer with a most remarkable talent for languages, whose turn-out, though it would have led to his being put under instant arrest had he belonged to an English regiment and ventured to come on parade in it, was none the less very much smarter than any other Turkish officer I ever saw. At this interview I repeated all I had said before, and suggested that we might just as well lay our cards on the table, as it was no good pretending that the authorities were not suspicious, because I knew better. I offered to quote the exact orders given to the sentries, which rather disconcerted him, and referred to one or two other matters that had come to my knowledge. As for protection I did not want it, and both the Consul and myself had offered to sign a document waiving any possible claim to compensation in the event of my being killed in Sanaa or any other part of Arabia within the Ottoman sphere of influence.
To  this the AJD.C., waving  aside these  arguments